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OUR MISSION 

 

The League of Women Voters,  
a nonpartisan  

political organization, 

 encourages informed and  

active participation  

in government,  

works to increase  

understanding of major  

public policy issues,  

and influences public  

policy through  

education and advocacy. 

 

Diversity Policy 

 

The League of Women  

Voters of Saratoga County,  

in both its values and  

practices, is committed  

to inclusion and diversity.   
 

This means: 

There shall be no barriers to  

participation in any activity of 

the League on the basis of  

economic position, gender, race, 

creed, age, sexual orientation,  

national origin  

or disability. 
 

We recognize that diverse  

perspectives are important and 

 necessary for responsible  

and representative  

decision-making.   
 

We believe inclusiveness  

enhances the  

organization’s ability  

to respond more  

effectively to changing  

conditions and needs.   
 

We affirm our  

commitment to  

reflecting the diversity of  

Saratoga County. 

Meet the School Board Candidates 
 

at the Burnt Hills/Ballston Lake High School Library, 

Wednesday, May 2, 7pm 
88 Lake Hill Rd., Burnt Hills   12027 

 

at the Saratoga Springs High School Library 

Thursday, May 10, 7pm 
Blue Streak Boulevard (off West Ave), SS    12866 

 

Annual Breakfast Meeting  
Saturday, June 2nd, 9am 

Courtyard Marriott , Saratoga Springs, 9am 

 

Political Influences on Women’s Healthcare 
 

Speaker: Tracey Brooks, Esq.  
President & CEO of Family Planning Advocates 

 

 A discussion of what’s in the federal Affordable 

Care Act (ACA), and what it does and does not 

do for women.  

 New York is in the process of designing our 

state health insurance exchange that in 2014 

will be a marketplace where small business and 

individuals can purchase health insurance. 

Learn how this works. 

 LWV has positions on Health Care and on Reproductive Choice which are 

available in LWVUS Impact on Issues 2010-2012, or at www.lwv.org. 

 

Questions: www.lwvsaratoga.org or call 728-0237.  

Directions to the Courtyard Marriott on page 11. 

Biography of Tracey Brooks on page 11. 
 

Reserve on page 11 by May 24th. 
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From the President –  
 

An article in the December 2011 

AARP Bulletin called What’s 

Wrong with Washington? quotes 

political science professor Karen 

Hult as saying behaviors of the US 

citizenry are part of what’s wrong 

with Washington: Our lack of 

knowledge and our refusal to vote 

makes it hard for politicians to rep-

resent us. The article also purports 

that it is not good to elect the 

“outsiders” who don’t know anything about politics because that 

results in more dysfunction.  The five things we CAN do are 1) en-

gage 2) study the issues 3) listen to contrary views 4) don’t take 

yes for an answer; keep pushing and inquiring 5) vote. Sounds like 

an LWV’er to me!  

If you are reading this, you are a member of one of the most 

powerful non-partisan political organizations in the United States. 

In this upcoming election season, the League of Women Voters is 

poised to address issues related to voter registration and the Ameri-

can Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC), which is largely re-

sponsible for voter suppression efforts as well as the “Stand Your 

Ground” legislation that contributed to the delay in an arrest after 

Trayvon Martin was killed. In addition, LWVUS has loudly de-

clared that it will not stand for this “war on women” being waged, 

costing women necessary access to health care, under the false pre-

tense of the morality of contraceptive use.   

Your local League is also geared up to tackle these issues. 

We are looking for a core group of people to assist us with voter 

registration this summer and early fall, at major public venues. 

We’re organizing candidate forums for local school board elections 

so voters will cast an informed ballot. We hope for a LARGE turn-

out at our annual meeting at which Tracey Brooks, CEO of Family 

Planning Advocates, will enlighten us as to how politics is impact-

ing women’s health care. We can’t effectively combat the oppres-

sion unless we fully understand it.  

While shopping in downtown Ballston Spa last week, I ran 

into a new member of our League. “I feel bad,” she blurted out up-

on seeing me. “I haven’t done anything for the League yet.” I re-

sponded, “Don’t worry - you will.” What a great new member to 

feel this sense of responsibility to the mission of our organization! 

Thank you! Consider this a call to ALL of you to commit to one 

activity prior to the November elections that will further advance 

our democracy.  Let us hear from you with your suggestions at in-

fo@lwvsc.org.  

Onward!   Pat 
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GET INVOLVED !   
GIVE 2 HOURS A MONTH TO THE OBSERVER CORPS 

Contact Margie VanMeter, 587-1545 

Our observers at the Law and Finance meeting 

heard interesting discussions of the county’s efforts to 

address Global Foundries concerns about local and 

school  taxes.  A number of Global Foundries employ-

ees were with Denny Fineran and Barbara Thomas to 

learn that the county supervisors agreed to cap the tax 

payments, allow depreciation of the property at a fixed 

rate and establish a fixed tax assessment for their tax 

obligations to Malta and Stillwater.  In this agreement 

Global Foundries will not challenge its tax assess-

ments in either town court for a fixed length of time. 

A number of grants received from the Homeland 

Security Department for the Sheriff’s Department, 

Fire/Emergency Services and Regional Hazmat pro-

grams were acted on by the Public Safety Committee 

as well as a grant for the Animal Shelter from Cascade 

Tissue Corporation. 
The Social Programs Committee approved $20,000 

to Moreau for a senior bus, and to accept additional state 

funds of $15,415 for Medicare Improvements for Patient 

and Provider Act/Aging and Disability Resource Center; 

$13,415 for Community Services for the Elderly, and 

$13,415 for Expanded In-Home Services for the Elderly. 

Sandi Cross of the Office of Aging reported there are well 

over 40,000 people over the age of 65 in the county. 
The Public Works Committee reported to Law 

and Finance on the DOT grants for the Mott Road 

OBSERVER CORPS  April Meeting Report 

Bridge over the Snook Kill in Moreau for up to 

$100,000; accepted funding agreements to engineering 

work on the Stafford-Quaker Springs Bridge over Fish 

Creek for up to $198,000; grant of easement from 

OGS of state owned waters of the Hudson River for 

rehabilitation and maintenance of the Dix Bridge.   

There was also action recommended by the Law 

and Finance Committee to issue a draft Request for 

Proposals to privatize the county landfill, and to re-

scind two resolutions that required that all waste 

placed in the landfill be generated in Saratoga County 

and that the county had to operate it.  

At Equalization and Assessment, we learned 

that the county property auction raised $500,000 with 

another $300,000 collected prior to the auction.  The 

auditor’s first quarter report was discussed as well as 

the possible sale of  existing county owned properties 

originally intended as parks but not currently used as 

such .  More information will be investigated regard-

ing these properties.   

We also heard the Personnel Committee  act on 

motions to revise the Policies and Procedures Manual 

using a performance development form.  In addition 

the county supervisors recommended a contract with 

Capital Indemnity Corporation for the county’s work-

ers compensation coverage. 

By Margie VanMeter 

That’s right!  On Friday, June 15th the LWV will be parking 

cars in The Saratogian’s parking lot – and we get to keep all of 

the parking fees!  This is one LWV fundraiser where you don’t 

have to shell out your own money or ask your friends for 

theirs.  We need to have four people on duty at all times, from 

5pm till midnight (The Saratogian uses the lot during the day).  If 

we have 12 volunteers we will be able to do this in 3 hour shifts. 

Contact Barbara Thomas at 885-9769 or at 

barb.lwv@nycap.rr.com if you are willing to help on the evening 

of June 15th.  This is a great opportunity to help the LWV, and it 

doesn’t involve any long term commitment or special knowledge.  

You don’t even have to know how to drive; we’ll just be taking 

the money and directing the patrons to a parking space. 

HELP US PARK CARS! - IT’S A WIN WIN! 
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF SARATOGA COUNTY PROPOSED 2012-2013 BUDGET 

 ADOPTED                PROPOSED 2012—2013 

INCOME    2011—12 REGULAR  EdFUND  TOTAL 

 

DUES $  7,000.00 $ 7,355.00        $ 7,355.00 

CONTRIBUTIONS $  7,500.00 $ 2,250.00        $    350.00 $ 2,600.00 

INTEREST $       50.00 $      30.00        $      30.00 

VOTERS’ SERVICES $     200.00 $        $        0.00 

VOTERS’ GUIDES $     350.00  $    350.00 $    350.00 

LEGISLATIVE BREAKFAST $         0.00 $ 1,200.00  $ $ 1,200.00 

ANNUAL MEETING $  1,500.00 $ 1,500.00 $ $ 1,500.00 

FUND RAISING PROJECT $  5,000.00 $   $ 4,000.00 $ 4,000.00 

PROJECT TBA $1,000.00 $     500.00 $      $    500.00 

MISCELLANEOUS $          0.00 $     500.00  $ $    500.00 

TOTAL INCOME $22,600.00 $13,335.00 $ 4,700.00 $18,035.00 

FROM RESERVES $  3,880.00    $  3,427.00 $ 3,050.00 $  6,477.00 

 

TOTAL RESOURCES $26,480.00       $16,762.00       $ 7,750.00 $24,512.00 

 

EXPENSES 
 

OPERATING COSTS: 

SUPPLIES $     300.00 $    300.00        $ $    300.00    

POSTAGE $     100.00 $    200.00        $ $    200.00 

PO BOX $       80.00 $      62.00        $ $      62.00 

PHONE $     100.00 $    100.00        $ $    100.00    

MISCELLANEOUS $     100.00 $    150.00        $ $    150.00    

  

TOTAL OPERATING COSTS $     680.00 $    812.00        $     $    812.00    

 

LWV SUPPORT $  6,700.00 $ 6,700.00        $  $ 6,700.00 

CONFERENCES $  2,000.00 $ 2,500.00        $ $ 2,500.00 

BULLETIN & BULK MAIL $  1,600.00 $ 2,200.00        $ $ 2,200.00  

MEMBERSHIP $     500.00 $    500.00         $ $    500.00     

VOTERS’ SERVICES:  

          GET OUT THE VOTE ETC.. $  2,200.00 $               $ 1,200.00 $ 1,200.00 

          CANDIDATES/ELECTION NIGHT $     500.00 $               $    500.00 $    500.00 

          VOTERS’ GUIDES $  1,050.00 $           $    350.00     $    350.00   

MEETING EXPENSES/RENTALS $     300.00 $    300.00        $ $    300.00    

FAIR CAMPAIGN PRACTICES $     150.00 $    150.00        $  $    150.00  

PUBLICATIONS $     100.00 $    100.00        $ $    100.00   

LEGISLATIVE BREAKFAST $         0.00 $ 1,200.00        $ $ 1,200.00      

ANNUAL MEETING $  1,500.00 $ 1,500.00        $ $ 1,500.00 

FUND RAISING PROJECT $  3,000.00  $ 2,000.00 $ 2,000.00 

LEADERSPARK $  4,000.00 $                    $ 3,700.00 $ 3,700.00 

MISCELLANEOUS $     200.00 $    200.00        $ $    200.00     

GRANTS $  1,000.00 $    100.00        $ $    100.00 

PROJECT TBA $  1,000.00 $    500.00       $   $    500.00 

 

TOTAL EXPENSES $26,480.00 $16,762.00       $  7,750.00    $24,512.00 
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LOCAL PROGRAM 

After we complete a local study and reach con-

sensus on a position we need to readopt it each year 

at our annual meeting if we want to keep it in force 

(so that we can use it as a basis for action).  We have 

three local positions that we have kept current.  At 

the annual meeting you will be asked if you want to 

readopt these positions (which are only excerpted 

here): 

POSITION ON EMERGENCY SERVICES 

Position adopted in 2000, the League of Women 

Voters of Saratoga County believes that all individu-

als in Saratoga County are entitled to a basic level of 

fire response, police response, and emergency medi-

cal response, regardless of their place of residence or 

ability to pay.  

We believe that combining Emergency Medical 

Services (EMS) and fire response in one organiza- 

tion would result in quicker response times  

Continued on page 7 

NOMINATIONS 

This year’s Nominating Committee (Selma Harwood, 

chair, Ann Kril, Barbara Thomas, Margie Van Meter, 

Diane Whitburn) present the following report: 
 

Officers to be elected:  

Term runs June 2012-June 2014 

Second Vice President…………Darnell Rohrbaugh 

Treasurer ……………………….Mary Lou Classen 

Director…………………………Carol Schupp-Star 

Director……………………………….Ann Shepard 

Director………………………………Louise Golub 
 

Officer to be elected to complete a term ending  

June 2013 

Director………………………………Amy Durland 
 

Nominating Committee to be elected:  

Term ending June 2013: 

Lori Dawson, chair; Susan Burton; Laura Chodos 
 

Director to be appointed, term ending June 2013:  

Director……………………………….Peter Neenan 

Officers continuing-term ending  June-2013 

President……………………….……Patricia Nugent 

First Vice President………………………..Ann Kril 

Secretary……………………………Donna Dardaris 

Director ……………………………Barbara Murphy 

Director………………………………..Pattie Garrett 

The Budget Committee members - Diane Whit-

burn, Marian Potter, and Mary Lou Classen - met on 

March 13, 2012. The past year has seen some chang-

es in our financial position.  Our League is still very 

active with many activities and programs that are on-

going. However, contributions to our League have 

fallen behind other years. We did not receive a major 

grant that has been received over the past few 

years. This was one of the reasons that our Lead-

erSpark program was not held this year. 

The 2012-2013 budget was crafted with these 

changes in mind. The budget committee recommend-

ed and the board approved a dues increase. At the 

present time, our League keeps only $2 of our dues. 

The National League is proposing a $1 increase for 

the upcoming year and ty-

ing a dues increase to the 

cost of living index in the 

future. There is a 

groundswell movement 

from local and state 

leagues against this pro-

posal. This will be a major 

issue at the conven-

tion. Our League will have 

to vote on our budget be-

fore the National convention, so we will not know if 

this proposal will pass or not before we vote. 

Raising the dues this year by $5.00 should let us 

absorb any increases to either National or State per 

member payments for quite a few years and also help 

our local League's financial position. We do have a 

category in the budget called "grants" that can be 

used towards League dues for any member who has a 

hardship case. Dues will be $55 for a single member-

ship and $80 for a household membership. The budg-

et reflects these changes. It also includes an amount 

for LeaderSpark for next year, as the board would 

like to continue this program. 

A larger dollar amount was used from our re-

serve account to balance the budget this year. In re-

cent years we have never had to use our reserves and 

hope this trend continues, but we are fortunate to 

have the reserves that can be used for our programs if 

needed. Thank you for your input. 
 

Mary Lou Classen 

Budget Chairperson 

THE BUDGET COMMITTEE REPORT 
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subsequently for the general election November 6.  

We will be partnering with neighboring county 

LWV’s as well as local organizations including a few 

Chambers of Commerce and news media such as The 

Saratogian, Spotlight News, Times Union, The Post 

Star, The Gazette and others. 

 

Our League helped Saratoga Springs 

Housing Authority with their  

Drawing for Allen Drive 
On Friday, April 13th, Donna Dardaris and Ann 

Kril lent a hand with the drawing of names for the 

new 15 unit residence on Allen Drive.  There are dif-

ferent categories of units (one -bedroom and three- 

bedroom) and different levels of income require-

ments to be met.  Nina Krupski, the Housing Author-

ity Secretary, explained the system carefully to Don-

na and Ann so they had no difficulty following the 

procedure.  Nina had 

met with the NYS au-

ditor and was fully 

briefed and well pre-

pared to make the as-

signment of rooms 

once the drawing was done.  Observers from the resi-

dents and from the board of commissioners were also 

present.  

INTELLIGENT POLITICS 
Thich Nhat Hanh, a Buddhist monk,  

excerpted from his book, Anger 
 

It is your country that you must help, not a  
political party....the appropriate way to serve 
your country is to offer your insight and your 
help. This does not mean you betray your peo-
ple or your party. Your party exists in order to 
serve your country, not to create difficulties for 
another party or the party in power...You have 
to see that compassion is above any political  
affiliation. This is not partisan politics but intel-
ligent politics. They are politics that are  
humane, that aim at the well-being and the 
transformation of society, not just at gaining 
power.  

VOTER SERVICES 

Two School Board Candidate Events: 

Burnt Hills-Ballston Lake  Wednesday, 

May 2nd, 7:30 pm and Saratoga Springs, 

Thursday, May 10, 2012 at 7 pm  
The League will help run the Burnt Hills-

Ballston Lake Event at the BH-BL High School  

Library on Wednesday, May 2nd, 2012 at 7:30 pm.  

For this event there are two seats available and two 

incumbent candidates running. 

The League of Women Voters of Saratoga 

County will be holding two school board candidates 

events this year. The Saratoga Springs School Dis-

trict Candidate Event will be held for the three seats 

up for election at the Saratoga Springs High School 

Library on May 10, 2012 at 7 pm.  We will feature a 

round table discussion where each candidate will be 

able to speak directly to the voters.  So far there are 3 

candidates running. 

Our hope is that the community in both places 

will turn out to hear the views of their school board 

members and have an opportunity to ask them ques-

tions. 

Vote 411 Guide for Saratoga Springs  

School Board Election 
The LWVSC will be producing the VOTE 411 

online guide for the Saratoga Springs School Board 

Candidates which will be available on our website  

www.lwvsaratoga.org after May 4th.  In the future 

we may cover other local school districts. This is the 

first time we have covered a school board election.  

Voter Registration Efforts 

This year we will host several voter registration 

tables at various venues throughout the county proba-

bly in late August and September. 

No definite dates are known at this time, but we 

are in communication with Skidmore, Saratoga 

Springs Farmer’s market, Global Foundries, State 

Farm, Wilton Mall and others.  If you have an idea 

for a good venue or are willing to help staff these 

events, please contact Ann Kril akril@nycap.rr.com 

or 518-584-1436. 

Fall Elections 
Looking forward to fall elections, the Voter 

Service team is getting information now for the June 

26 US Congressional primary and local & NYS pri-

maries which will probably be on September 11 and 
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By Francine Rodger and Christine Alexander 

There was a survey done recently and posted on 

the LWVUS New Media Discussion Group on Face-

book.  The survey examined where people get their 

information.  Not surprisingly, the age of a person 

makes a really big difference in where they go for 

information.  For those over 40, they look for news 

about politics and events in their community in news-

papers (34%), television (34%) and the Internet 

(12%).  No surprise, for the under 40 age group, it 

was reversed: Internet (26%) television (19%), and 

newspapers (16%).  So while we are not going to 

give up newspapers and print, clearly to be relevant 

in the future, we have to be on the Internet.   

continued from page 5 

(especially if EMS were co-located in all buildings 

housing the more numerous fire departments) and a 

more efficient delivery of services. 
 

Four League Position on Solid Waste  
Adopted in 1991, the four Capital District 

Leagues support solid waste policies that: protect  

human health and safety; promote the wise manage-

ment of natural resources, including land, wildlife 

and habitat, water, air and atmosphere, energy and 

materials; promote the conservation of primary mate-

rials such as timber, minerals, ores and energy; pro-

mote the extensive reuse and recycling of secondary 

materials; minimize the effects of hazardous materi-

als in the waste stream; make it as easy as possible 

for people to use legal and responsible waste disposal 

methods. 
 

The Roles, Responsibilities and Oversight of the 

Saratoga County Industrial Development Agency 

(IDA) and the Saratoga Economic Development 

Corporation (SEDC).  

Position adopted in 2007.  The League of Wom-

en Voters of Saratoga County believes that the  

Saratoga County Board of Supervisors should direct 

both the IDA and the SEDC to devise proactive plans 

to bring business to, and market properties, in both 

the Northway Corridor and Shoulder municipalities. 

The IDA and SEDC should recognize the need, in all  

the County’s municipalities, to provide for tax base 

development, beyond residential property taxes, for 

the infrastructure and services required by growth.  

The League of Women Voters of Saratoga 

County believes that the County Board of Supervi-

sors should provide specific, detailed direction to the 

IDA. 

The full text of these positions is on our website, 

www.lwvsaratoga.org.  Click on Issues and Advo-

cacy and then scroll down to Local Positions. 
 

No local study has been proposed for next year. 

Education Consensus Results 
The LWVUS now has a position  on the Federal Role 

in Public Education! The LWVUS Board approved a 

new Education position at its March 2012 meeting. 

The position is based on responses received from the 

377 Leagues across the country that participated in 

the Education Study. The position states that “the 

League of Women Voters believes that the federal 

government shares with other levels of government 

the responsibility to provide an equitable, quality 

public education for all children pre-K through grade 

12. A quality public education is essential for a 

strong, viable and sustainable democratic society and 

is a civil right.” 

Where did you hear that? 

Consensus Results 

It’s Three Primaries  

for New York State Voters! 

Elections Report: Aimee Allaud  
 

Yes, despite concerted efforts by your State 

League and collaborative efforts with the NYS Elec-

tions Commissioners Association, and the NYS As-

sociation of Counties (see a youtube video of the 

March 7th press conference on the LWVNYS web-

site), New Yorkers will vote in a third primary, possi-

bly on September 11 (second Tuesday in September) 

or in August.  No bills have been introduced in the 

Legislature yet to change the date. 

LOCAL PROGRAM  
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21st Congressional District:  (Incumbent:  Ow-

ens)  Counties of Jefferson, Lewis, St. Lawrence, 

Hamilton, Herkimer, Franklin, Fulton, Clinton, Es-

sex, Warren, Washington and the Saratoga County 

towns of:  Day, Hadley, Edinburgh, Providence, 

Corinth, Moreau, Northumberland, Greenfield, Wil-

ton, Saratoga, Milton, Galway, Charlton, Stillwater. 

These changes in district lines become effective 

for the fall elections, and the candidates elected will 

take office on January 1, 2013. 
 

Senate District 43: (Incumbent: McDonald) Sa-

ratoga County Towns of Moreau, Greenfield, Wilton, 

Northumberland, Saratoga, Stillwater, Halfmoon, Wa-

terford, Most of City of Saratoga Springs, except the 

western part.  City of Mechanicville.  Washington 

County Towns of Easton and Cambridge. Most of 

Rensselaer and all of Columbia counties. 
 

Senate District 49: (Incumbent:  Farley) Saratoga 

County Towns of Day, Hadley, Edinbugh, Corinth, 

Providence, Galway, Milton, Charlton, Malta, Ballston 

and Clifton Park and western part of Saratoga Springs. 

In Schenectady County: Towns of Glenville, 

Niskayuna and eastern part of city. All of Fulton and 

Hamilton counties.  Herkimer County towns of Webb, 

Ohio, Russia, Salisbury and Manheim. 
 

Assembly District 113:  (Incumbent:  Jordan) 

Saratoga County Towns of:  Moreau, Wilton, North-

umberland, Malta, Saratoga, Stillwater.  All of the Cit-

ies of Saratoga Springs and Mechanicville.  Washing-

ton County Towns of:  Kingsbury, Hartford, Fort Ed-

ward, Argyle, Greenwich, Salem, Jackson and Easton. 

Assembly District 108:  (Incumbent: Canestrari, 

not running for reelection) Saratoga County Town of 

Waterford.  Albany County:  Cities of Cohoes, Green 

Island, Watervliet and part of Albany.  In Rensselaer, 

part of cities of Troy and Rensselaer and the Town of 

North Greenbush. 
 

Assembly District 112 (Incumbent: Tedisco)  

Saratoga County Towns of: Providence, Greenfield, 

Galway, Milton, Charlton, Ballston, Clifton Park, 

Halfmoon. In Schenectady County, Town of Glenville. 
 

20th Congressional District:  (Incumbent: 

Tonko) Saratoga County:  Cities of Mechanicville & 

Saratoga Springs & Towns of: Malta, Charlton, 

Ballston, Clifton Park, Halfmoon and Waterford. 

Cities & counties of Albany and Schenectady, 

cities of Troy, Cohoes & Amsterdam.  Rensselaer 

county towns of North and East Greenbush, Mont-

gomery County towns of Mohawk, Glen, Charleston, 

Florida & Amsterdam. 
 

NEW Saratoga County Election Districts

Big League Raffle     By Francine Rodger 

 I feel somewhat "responsible" for   

inventing the Big League Raffle (I 

was the LWVNY director for Fund-

raising at the time), I want to point 

out that we get 20 percent of what we 

sell. If each of our members sold a 

book ($20) our league would gain $600 and the state 

league would get $3,000.  All members received a 

raffle booklet in their mailbox. 

This is an easy fundraiser for us, with little work!   

The deadline for LWVNYSEF to receive your  

raffle stubs is now May 17th.. 

BKT Scholarship Award Winner 

 

We received thirty applications, all very impres-

sive, from nine of the county’s public high schools 

for the League’s Barbara K. Thomas Scholarship 

Award.   

The winner HAS been selected by the scholar-

ship committee (Janice Burns, Chair, Terry Low-

enthal, Francine Rodger, Barb Thomas) but you’ll 

have to watch the newspaper to find out who it is. 

That’s because we don’t want to let the cat out of the 

bag before the Award is presented.  We will also be 

inviting the winner to attend our Annual Meeting. 

Please plan to attend to congratulate him/her! 

WHAT DO YOU  

MOST CARE ABOUT? 

Please join our annual planning meeting on  

Wednesday, June 27 at 7pm.  
SS Public Library—Dutcher Room 

Help identify the most critical issues for your 

League to work on in the 2012-13 year.  

We care about what YOU care about.  

See you there! 
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LWV BOOK CLUB 

                   On Tuesday, May 1st we will take a short 

break in our look at National Issues and we will re-

view our local positions.  Each year we readopt these 

local positions, but often do not have the time to real-

ly look at them.  We will review our positions on Sol-

id Waste, on Emergency Services and on the IDA/

SEDC.  This meeting will take place at the home of 

Terry Lowenthal, 12 Mystic Lane, SS at 1pm. 

On Tuesday, June 5th we will finish up our 

national positions on Natural Resources.  This meet-

ing will be a luncheon pot luck at the home of Fran-

cine Rodger, 34 Hemlock Drive, Clifton Park, start-

ing at noon..  This will be the last meeting of this 

group till the fall. 

Everyone is welcome at these meetings, and 

for more information, or to let the hostess know to 

expect you, you can email Francine Rodger at 

aerodger@aol.com or call 371-8032. 

 

Thanks to  

Stewart’s Shops  

for their generous  

contribution!  

Need to contact a LWV member? 

 

Our LWV member roster will be distributed to mem-

bers at the Annual Meeting. As always, please re-

member that it should only be used to communicate 

official LWV business and should never be used for 

the distribution of personal and/or partisan infor-

mation. We do this to protect our members as well as 

the reputation of the organization.  

Thank you, Patricia Nugent. 

Local privatization? 

The draft RFP for the landfill is up on the County's 

website.  It can currently be accessed from the main 

page (http://saratogacountyny.gov/), 

the Public Works homepage  

(http://saratogacountyny.gov/departments.asp?

did=100)  

or its own page  

(http://saratogacountyny.gov/articles.asp?aid=353). 

 

The board has submitted the results of our 

League’s consensus on Privatization to LWVUS.  

Our results will be compiled with those from oth-

er Leagues  and we hope the national position 

will be announced at Convention. 

 

“Power the Vote: Imagine, Commit, Act” 

Convention 2012 is in Washington, DC from 

June 8-12, with the theme of “Power the Vote: Im-

agine, Commit, Act.” We are excited that there are 

many inspiring speakers such as pollster John Zog-

by, reformer Kathleen Hall Jamieson, Congressman 

Mickey Edwards, reporter Eleanor Clift, and former 

FEC Chair Trevor Potter.  In  addition to ample net-

working opportunities, a variety of workshops, cau-

cuses  and informational sessions, attendees will 

enjoy the political antics of The Capitol Steps, the 

movie Patriocracy, and of course, “dining around” 

and touring Washington, DC! 

We are pleased that incoming board members, 

Louise Golub and Peter Neenan, will be attending 

as our Saratoga County delegates. They will be en-

gaged in workshops, caucuses and plenary sessions 

day and night! Upon their return, we will have a 

program planning meeting on June 27th at SS 

Public Library, at 7pm.  Please plan to attend to 

learn from Louise and Peter what the LWVUS will 

be focusing on over the next two years and to pro-

vide input into the issues we should be addressing in 

2012-13. There is so much to do – all member voic-

es should be heard.  

LWVUS CONVENTION 

 

"...it would be no sin if statesmen learned  

enough of history to realize that no system which  

implies control of society by privilege seekers  

has ever ended in any other way  

than collapse." 
  

"Economic Nationalism" Speech 

William Dodd, US Ambassador to Germany 

October 1933 
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 Name _________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Telephone_______________________________ E-Mail __________________________________  

 Address________________________________________________________________________ 

   Questions: www.lwvsaratoga.org or  518-728-0237 
  

*Please make check payable to LWVSC 

Mail your check to: Patricia Reed, 

12 Clubhouse Drive, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 

ANNUAL MEETING RESERVATION  Please Return by MAY 24 

How many members _____x $20=$______ 

 

How many non-members ______x $25=$_______  

 

Enclosed $________ 

M. Tracey Brooks, Esq. 
President and CEO;  

Family Planning Advocates of New York State and 

Planned Parenthood Advocates of New York 

As president and CEO of Family Planning Ad-

vocates of New York State (FPA), M. Tracey Brooks 

leads a statewide coalition representing more than 

125 civic, labor, religious, and health and human ser-

vices agencies promoting access to and affordability 

of comprehensive reproductive health care services 

for women and families statewide. As president and 

CEO of Planned Parenthood Advocates of New 

York, as well, she directs the political and advocacy 

arm of Planned Parenthood. Brooks also serves on 

the Board of Directors of the Tech Valley High 

School Foundation.  

Prior to leading FPA, Brooks served as the Re-

gional Director for then-Senator Hillary Rodham 

Clinton. She represented the Senator in her work with 

government, political and community leaders in 15 

counties in upstate New York.  

Brooks also has practiced law in both the public 

and private sectors. She served as Counsel to the 

New York State Assembly Judiciary and Codes 

Committees. And, from 1998 to 2002, she served in 

the litigation department of Hinman Straub, one of 

the premier law firms in upstate New York, where 

she worked on a wide range of legal and policy-

related issues. 

Brooks also has been active in politics. In 2002, 

she was the Democratic nominee for the New York 

State Assembly, 108th District. And, in 2008, she 

was a candidate for the United States House of Rep-

resentatives in the 21st District.   

She received her bachelor’s degree in Sociology 

from LeMoyne College in Syracuse in 1992 and her 

J.D. from Albany Law School of Union University 

in 2000. 

HOW TO FIND THE COURTYARD MARRIOTT   

 

11 Excelsior Ave, Saratoga Springs, . 226-0539, 

is located between Rock Street and East Avenue:  From exit 15 of the Northway turn towards 

downtown Saratoga Springs, this is Route 50 & 9, and called the Arterial.  You will likely see 

one Marriott just as you turn toward town.  Ignore it.  The one you want is further down the 

Arterial.  Make a left turn at East Ave.  Go one block and turn right onto Excelsior. Where the 

road splits you take the right fork, which is still Excelsior.  The hotel will be on your right. 

(Note that Excelsior changes its name to Maple if you go past Rock Street.) 

ABOUT OUR SPEAKER..TRACEY BROOKS 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

April 30, Mon., Increasing Voter 

Turnout, CP/HM Library, 7pm 
 

May 1, Tues., Book Club, home of 

Terry Lowenthal 1pm 
 

May 2, Wed, Meet the Candidates, 

Burnt Hills/Ballston Lake School  

District, 7pm 
 

May 10, Thursday, SS School Board 

Forum, SSHS Library, 7pm 
 

May 15, Tues., School Bd. & Budget 

vote, 6am—9pm  All NYS School 

Districts 
 

June 2, Saturday, Breakfast Buffet 

and Annual Meeting, Courtyard Mar-

riott , SS, 9am, $20 
 

June 5, Tuesday, Book Club and 

luncheon, at the home of Francine 

Rodger, 34 Hemlock Drive, C P.  

Potluck at Noon 
 

June 8-12, LWVUS Convention,  

Washington, DC 
 

June 27, Planning Meeting, TBA 
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JOIN US & MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
THE BULLETIN IS FREE WITH YOUR MEMBERSHIP 

Ç YES! I Would like to join the League.  Ç 2012 dues enclosed.  

Ç $50. Individual   Ç $75 Family   Ç $25 Student   How did you hear of the League? 

_________________ 

Ç Please send more information.          Ä Non-members may subscribe to the BULLETIN for $15., enclosed. 

Ç  In addition, I would like to contribute $___________.   Ç Send a gift membership to:  

 
NAME _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

CITY ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

STATE ________ ZIP ____________  PHONE (home) ________________ (work) ___________________ 

 

E-MAIL ________________________________________________ 
 

$25 Graduation Gift Idea! - LWV Saratoga has a gift 

membership package for HS and College students.  It includes a 

gift card from you, a one year membership, voter registration, 

absentee ballot application, helpful brochures, access to voter 

information. Contact Pattie Garrett at pattiegarrett@aol.com. 


