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OUR MISSION 
 

The League of Women Voters,  
a nonpartisan  

political organization, 
 encourages informed and  

active participation  
in government,  

works to increase  
understanding of major  

public policy issues,  
and influences public  

policy through  
education and advocacy. 

 

Diversity Policy 
 

The League of Women  
Voters of Saratoga County,  

in both its values and  
practices, is committed  

to inclusion and diversity.   
 

This means: 
There shall be no barriers to  

participation in any activity of 
the League on the basis of  

economic position, gender, race, 
creed, age, sexual orientation,  

national origin  
or disability. 

 

We recognize that diverse  
perspectives are important and 

 necessary for responsible  
and representative  
decision-making.   

 

We believe inclusiveness  
enhances the  

organization’s ability  
to respond more  

effectively to changing  
conditions and needs.   

 

We affirm our  
commitment to  

reflecting the diversity of  
Saratoga County. 

THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS 
OF SARATOGA COUNTY, NEW YORK 

BULLETIN  
Caring for our Environment:  

A Spiritual Basis and  
Practical Steps  

November 17 at the SS Library 
  

The Saratoga County League of Women Voters'  
member meeting on the environment and sustainable local 

community should prove to be a full evening. Beginning with 
soup at 6PM and program at 7PM in the Community Room of 
the Saratoga Springs Public Library, it will end with plenty of 

'food for thought' about ways to get involved.  
 

Four Presenters' comments will be followed by a discussion:  
 

Brooke Newell is the Director of the Saratoga County  
Interfaith Environmental Coalition  

Brooke will define her group, their activities and her interest in the 
environment as a spiritually based need to care for the earth.  

 

Michael (Miki) Goldman, Member,  
The Arava Institute for Environmental Studies  

Miki will speak of his post-graduate involvement with an intercultural 
group of young adults of Middle-Eastern nationalities, including Israelis and 
Palestinians, communicating about their mutual need to care for the environ-
ment shared by all. Miki wants to focus his remarks on his independent study 
about oil wealth, global warming and the war on extremism.  

 

Supervisor Joanne Yepsen, Founder, Sustainable Saratoga 
 and  

Bill Sprengnether, Chair,  
Public Relation and Education Committee of Sustainable Saratoga  
Joanne and Bill will bring Leaguers up to date on the current and long 

range plans of Sustainable Saratoga. The group has been forming working 
subgroups and presenting educational programs and is in the process of out-
lining its 10-year plan for sustainability in Saratoga Springs and in the 
county. 



From the president...  
 

When League members think about League ac-
tivities we usually think about Candidate Forums, 
encouraging people to register and vote, studying 
public policy issues or lobbying for our positions, 
but we couldn’t function as an organization with-
out the people who pay attention to the League’s 

health.  Our league is strong because: 
Diane Whitburn, our Treasurer, tracks every cent of income, 

gets it into the bank promptly, pays our bills on time, makes sure 
there is documentation for each expenditure.  As Carol Green said 
in her audit report,  “I found all of the financial records to be in 
good order and the Treasurer’s Report a true record of the transac-
tions and balances for the year ended June 30, 2009.” 

Pattie Garrett, our Secretary, provides the record the board 
needs to build on our previous decisions.  She is accurate and con-
cise, and accepts corrections and additions with true grace. 

Margot Ammon, our Bulletin Editor, keeps us all in touch 
with each other.  Her crisp, clear layouts and sense of what you 
will (or should) want to know about keeps us up to date.. 

Lori Dawson, our membership chair, is always on the look-
out for ways to promote LWV membership.  Then she keeps track 
of prospective members, and new members and tries to get them 
involved, and never fails to remind the board to ASK people to 
join.  And without members there is no League! 

Millie Green will be calling to sign you up to bring refresh-
ments to meetings, and arranging for clean-up. She has just been 
appointed to the board, and has assumed the responsibility for hos-
pitality.  Getting to know other LWV members on an informal so-
cial basis is one thing that binds us together. 

Janice Burns keeps our Membership Database at LWVUS 
up to date.  She sends you the renewal notices, updates your con-
tact information, removes you from the database if you don’t pay 
your dues, reinstates you if you do pay late. Her accuracy is essen-
tial to assure that we pay only our fair share of support to the state 
and national Leagues. 

Marian Potter and Pat Reed send out our annual fund ap-
peal letter, which will be coming to a mailbox near you right after 
the election.  Kristin Overholt is organizing our Lincoln, Liberty 
and Liberation fundraiser for February 13th, 2010. You know that 
we can’t exist without money. Fundraising and your contributions 
are essential. 

Christine Alexander is constantly updating our website  and 
adding new features.  The press, the public, candidates and our 
members depend on this information. 

Pat Nugent, our public relations director, keeps us in the 
public eye.  She has a way with words and persistence in getting 
our message out.  Barb 

League of Women Voters  
of Saratoga County(NY-639) 
Official address: LWV of Saratoga County 
PO Box 1029. Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 
www.lwvsaratoga.org 

 

Board of Directors 
All phone numbers in 518 area code, unless noted 

 

President: 
Barbara Thomas, 220 West Milton Rd, Ballston Spa, NY 

12020     885-9769(h) — barb.lwv@nycap.rr.com 
summer home:  315-357-3340  

 
1st Vice President/Membership/Citizen’s Rights/ poll reporting: 

Lori Dawson, 4 Marion Place, Saratoga Springs,NY12866   
580-0547(h)  580-5383(w) - lddawson@skidmore.edu 

 
2nd Vice President/Public Relations  

Patricia Nugent, 20 Secretariat Lane, Saratoga Springs, NY 
12866 

584-4255(h) - pnwired@verizon.net 
  

Treasurer: 
Diane Whitburn, 11 North Hill Dr., Ballston Lake, NY 12019 

877-5310(h) - dianew@nycap.rr.com 
 

Secretary/ Farmer’s Market 
Pattie Garrett, 537 Union Av., Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 

584-4271(h)     pattiegarrett@aol.com   
 

Annual Meeting: 
Barbara Murphy, 2 Granada Drive, Clifton Park, 12065 

399-0652 or 371-6534 barbedwire4u@earthtones.com  
 

Bulletin Editor: 
Margot Ammon, 238 Nelson Av., Saratoga Springs, NY 12866  

584-4204 cammon2@nycap.rr.com 
 

Health Care Advocacy 
Patricia Reed, 12 Clubhouse Dr., Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 

583-1376—preed9@nycap.rr.com 
& 

Selma Harwood, 230 Nelson Av., Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 
584-3794—selharwood@skidmore.edu 

 
TAKE ME TO VOTE! 

Cindy Sodher, 2 Carriage House Lane, Saratoga Springs, NY 
12866     584-1878—csodher@hotmail.com 

 
Voters Service- Candidate Events 

Mary Lou Classen, 4 Blue Spruce Lane, Ballston Lake, NY 
12019     877-8874(h) - wernerc@localnet.net 

& 
Ann Kril, 60 Hillcrest Drive, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 

584-1436(h) - akril@nycap.rr.com 
 

Hospitality 
Millie Green, 95 Bryan Street, Saratoga Springs, NY  12866 

584-8364 
 

Off-board Chairs listed  on page 7 
 
 

League of Women Voters of New York State   or 
League of Women Voters of New York State  

Education Foundation 
62 Grand Street, Albany, NY    12207 

465-4162 www.lwvny.org 
 

Executive Director:  Laura Bierman, laura@lwvny.org 
Project Administrator: Stephanie Lopez, stephanie@lwvny.org  

President: Betsey Swan  , betsey@lwvny.org 
 

League of Women Voters of the United States 
1730 M Street, NW, Washington, DC    20036-4508 

202-429-1965      www.lwv.org  



 

COUNTY SPOTLIGHT 
Public Works Committee 
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OFF-BOARD CHAIRS 
 

Membership Database/Nominating Committee 
Janice Burns, 90 Traver Road 

Gansevoort, NY  12831   587-3436 
jburns14@nycap.rr.com 

 
Consoidation/Shared Services Study 

Margie VanMeter, 175 Washington St. 
Saratoga Springs, NY  12866   587-1545 

rvanmeteskidmore.edu 
and 

Francine Rodger, 34 Hemlock Drive 
Clifton Park, NY 12065   371-8032 

aerodger@aol.com 
 

LeaderSpark 
Jane Weihe, 44 White Street 

Saratoga Springs, NY  12866   584-7395 
mweihe1@nycap.rr.com 

 
Observer Corps 

Denny Finneran, 100 High Rock Ave. 
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866   583-1478 

 
Policy & Procedures Manual for this LWV 

Terry Lowenthal, 12 Mystic Lane 
Saratoga Springs, NY  12866   587-1216 

terrylowenthal@aol.com 
 

Poll Reporting 
Katherine Chansky, 3168 Route 9N 

Greenfield Center, NY   12833   893-7817 
kc10mail@yahoo.com 

 
First Vote 

Helen Crawshaw, 103 Condon Road 
Stillwater, NY  12170   584-2636 or 587-0040 

bkinhand@aol.com 
 

Web Site 
Christine Alexander, 101 Bryan Sttreet 
Saratoga Springs, NY  12866   587-7845 

bcmsweb@nycap.rr.com 

Observer Corps Report— 
Saratoga County Public Works Committee,  
October 5th Meeting   By Ann Magnussen 
 

Sales tax revenues in Saratoga County are down 
$7 million in 2009. So the Public Works Department 
is cutting its 2010 capital budget by reconstructing 
fewer roads and delaying the purchase of heavy high-
way equipment.  

Instead of resurfacing 20 miles of roads in 2010, 
the county will treat only 12.5 miles of roads. The 
Public Works Department will delay buying two 
dump trucks (also used for plowing) and a new back-
hoe loader.  

Commissioner Joseph Ritchey reported that re-
surfacing low-volume roads with oil and gravel 
rather than blacktop saves the county $22,000/mile. 
Low-volume roads carry 1,000 to 1,500 vehicles/day.  
 

League members interested in the activities of 
Saratoga County Supervisors may visit their website: 
www.saratogacountyny.gov or phone 885-2240. 
Members who wish to work with the LWV Observer 
Corps may phone Denny Finneran, 518-583-1478. 

 
Welcome New Members  

 

Ellen Aimone 
 

Penny Jolly 
 

Helen Tomb 
 

Missed a Bulletin? Don’t Fret!  They are on our 
website along with webcasts of our candidate forums 
and much more. Go to—www.lwvsaratoga.org 

 
THANK YOU —  

ADIRONDACK TRUST COMPANY for 
underwriting the entire cost of the 3,500  

copies of the LWVNY Voters' Guides that  
we distributed this election season. 

 

State Study Report— 
 

The League’s Committee on Consolidation and 
Shared Services is trying to understand our County’s 
challenges.  Two of our villages, Schylerville and 
Corinth, have appointed commissions to study disso-
lution or merger. We will try to visit their meetings 
and learn more about this issue.  We hope this will 
help our local leaguers understand the critical criteria 
for such action. 

Submitted by Margie VanMeter 

Welcome to the Board of Directors, 
Millie Green. Millie has joined the board as 
of October 8th, 2009 and has accepted the 

role of Hospitality Chair. 



THE LEAGUE OF  
WOMEN VOTERS 
OF SARATOGA COUNTY 
P.O. BOX 1029  SARATOGA SPRINGS, NY  12866 

 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
Saratoga Springs,NY 

Permit No. 16 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
 

 YES! I Would like to join the League.    2009 –2010 dues enclosed.  
   $50. Individual          $75 Family           $20 Student 

 Please send more information          � I would like to subscribe. $15. enclosed 
 In addition, I  would like to contribute $__________________________________________________ 

 
NAME ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CITY _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
STATE ________ ZIP __________  PHONE (home) ________________ (work) ___________________ 
 
            E-MAIL ________________________________________________ 
 

All checks should by made payable to : LWVSC 
Mail to: Membership, League of Women Voters   P.O. Box 1029, Saratoga Springs, NY   12866 

ADDRESS SERVICE 
REQUESTED 

NOVEMBER 2009 

Your personal information will not be 
shared with any non-league entity. 

BECOME AN OBSERVER! 
Contact—Dennie Finneran 
583-1478  or  finnjour@yahoo.com 

INSIDE 
Environmental Meeting ……….……...……..1 
From the President …………………………..2 
Observer Report ……………………………..3 
State Study Report …………...……………...3 
New Members ……………………………….3 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Tuesday, November 3  
Election Day 
 

Tuesday, November 17  
Environmental Meeting  
6pm: soup, 7pm: program 

 
Holiday Party TBA  
Got ideas? Call Millie Green 
584-8364 
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