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From the President

Where did the summer go? It must have
~ come and gone when [ wasn’t looking. It
seems like just last week that we were plan-
ning for our annual meeting, wrapping up
our League’s work for the 2013-2014 year.
And now here we are getting ready to start
our 2014-2015 season. And as you can tell
by glancing through this Bulletin, it’s shap-
ing up to be a very busy one. I hope every
one of you is able to attend at least one or
two program events we have planned for the year.

Why not start out with our Ice Cream Social/Membership
Get-Together on Sept. 14™ at 2 PM at the Saratoga Springs Public
Library? Come and enjoy a make-your-own sundae, hear about the
diverse programs we have planned or will be participating in during
the year and, most important, spend some quality time with a great
group of people - your fellow Leaguers! Bring a friend - we wel-
come new members and those interested in learning more about the
League.

During this election year, how about signing up to assist at a
Voter Registration event? Janice Burns is busy scheduling several
venues and would love to hear from you with an offer of assistance.

And take a look at our Book Club! Francine Rodger is once
again leading our explorations of many different topics - six books
for September alone! Come join the other inquiring minds that
want to know - about nearly everything. We meet the 2™ Wednes-
day of each month in the Malta Community Center Library.

There will be several Meet the Candidate programs prior to
the fall elections, including a multi-League Candidate Forum for
the 20™ Congressional District on Oct. 20™ in Clifton Park. Ann
Kirill is working on scheduling additional forums for other races, so
watch for updates to the event schedule.

We will be holding a public forum on the Redistricting
Amendment that is on the NYS ballot this year on Oct. 21* and we
have two consensus meetings coming up on NYS studies that have
been conducted over the last two years. And on Nov. 13", we will
travel to NYC for League Day at the UN. And our Holiday Party is
scheduled for Dec. 17%, location to be determined.

Those are just some of the activities planned for this fall and
early winter. Surely you can find something that speaks to you. Do
plan on attending.

One last idea - why not drop in at one of our Board meet-
ings? Our meetings are open to all members. We meet the first
Wednesday of every month at the United Methodist Church on
Hennings Road in Saratoga Springs at 7 PM. We would love to see
you there and welcome your participation.

Join us - the more involved you are, the more you will gain
from your League experience!

Donna



LWVSC 48th ANNUAL MEETING REPORT

Members arrive
at the Saratoga
Golf and Polo

3 Club for their

& | Annual Meet-

y ing, June 22,

[ 2014.

After a sumptuous
brunch , President Don-
na Dardaris opened the
meeting with a big Wel-
come! : To save time
for the speaker she
asked us to read her re-
port in the annual meet-
ing booklet. It’s on the
website for those who
missed the meeting.

Kathleen Koebrich
introduced our speaker,
Dr.Anthony Cresswell.

Mary Lou Classen
gave the Treasurers
Report.

Darnell
Rohrbaugh guided
the Students Inside
Albany program.
The two students
were made honorary
members for a year.
Kali DeMarko and
Emma Cohen spoke
of their experience as Students In51de Albany, and
thanked the League for the opportunity to get a clearer
understanding of how the government worked.

Peter Martin urged the League to update its
position on the IDA/SEDC to include the new coun-
ty entity, Saratoga Prosperity Partnership Inc., and to
be alert to moves by the county to reduce county
funding for the recycling effort in the county and
possibly transfer responsibilities to host cities and
towns.

Money, Politics and the
Constitution:
TIME FOR A CHANGE

Dr. Anthony Cresswell,
our annual meeting speaker out-
lined the damage that the US
Supreme Court did to Federal
campaign finance law with their
Citizens United and McCutcheon decisions. In re-
sponse he advocated for a constitutional amendment,
such as those being proposed by Move to Amend,
NY4 Democracy and other organizations and urged
League members to become more active on the issue.

Lori Dawson gave the Nominating Committee
Report..and Election of new officers. See page [ for
a picture of your new Board of Directors

As Pattie Gar-
rett said when she
presented the Carrie
Chapman Catt
Award to Ann Kril,
“Voter Services is
not as easy as one
might think. The
candidate forums are nerve racking, the guides re-
quire a negotiator, Vote 411 the patience of a saint,
and then just when you think you’ve got it... there is
redistricting. ... Through all this she always appears
calm and composed on the exterior but beneath the
surface is focused on accomplishing the LWV goals,
organized down to the miniscule detail, and prepared
for anything that may come her way. And things al-
ways come her way. Yet, despite demands and pro-
tests Ann can be relied upon to be reasonable.” Plus,
when she smiles it’s the real deal.
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TRIP TO HYDE PARK & VAL-KILL

THE WHEELS ON THE BUS GO ROUND AND
ROUND... Once again Pattie Garrett put together
an interesting, educational and FUN trip. Val Kill,
the home of Eleanor Roosevelt, really spoke to us.
We identified with our sister LWV member and her
many interests, and gained inspiration to carry her
fight forward. We had a fabulous lunch at the Beek-
man Arms — a place steeped in history from Revolu-
tionary times to the present. Then we had plenty of
time to explore the newly renovated FDR Library
and Museum. We were happy to be joined for the
day by some folks from neighboring Leagues, which
made the ride even more enjoyable.

Top: Val-Kill, Eleanor Roosevelt’s cottage.
Bottom: Our group in front of the FDR Library & Museum.

Book Club will meet at 1:30 PM on
Wednesday, September 10™ at the Li-
brary at the Malta Community Center.
We will be discussing a wide range of books in Sep-
tember, so pick your favorite one (or more) and bring
your thoughts with you to the discussion. We honestly
could not pick one !

e - The Wrecking Crew, Thomas Frank

e - Moral Politics, How Liberals and Conservatives

Think, Lakoff

- The Republican Brain,Chris Mooney

- The Republican War on Science, Chris Mooney

o- The Political Brain, Westen

o The Believing Brain, Shermer

We will meet on the second Wednesday of each month
in Malta. A complete list of the books for the year
can be found on our website. All members are wel-
come to attend these discussions, so come when you
can. You will always be welcome

Thank Yyou for Your donation

To LWVSC

Rita Balmuth
Laura Chodos
Helen and Bill Crawshaw
Pernille Dake
Betty Gallagher
Barbara and Ed Murphy
Josephine Pasciullo
Marian Potter
John and AC Riley
Dee Sarno
Barbara Stamas
Barbara Thomas

To LWVNY-EF
Lori Dawson
Louise Golub
Kathleen DiSanto
Tim and Libby Holmes

In Memory of Anne Magnuson
Barbara Thomas




LWVSC Schedule for 2014-15

This is only a partial schedule. Events will be
added, especially candidate events. BUT put
these dates on your calendar now.

September 10, Wednesday, BOOK CLUB, Topic:
How we form beliefs,

September 14, Sunday, ICE CREAM SOCIAL/
MEMBERSHIP GET TOGETHER, 2 PM, Dutch-
er Community Room, SSPL.

September 21, PEACE FAIR, afternoon, Presbyter-
ian New England Congregational Church.

October 8, Wednesday, BOOK CLUB, Topic: Ju-
dicial Inequity.

October 21, Tuesday, PUBLIC FORUM ON RE-
DISTRICTING AMENDMENT, 7 PM, Dutcher
Community Room, SSPL.

October 23, Thursday, 20" CONGRESSIONAL
DISTRICT CANDIDATE FORUM, 7 PM, CP-
HM Library.

November 12, Wednesday, BOOK CLUB, Topic:
Economics.

November 13, Thursday, LEAGUE DAY AT THE
UN.

November 19, Wednesday, BALLOT ACCESS
CONSENSUS MEETING, 7 PM, Susman Room,
SSPL.

December 3, Wednesday, TERM LIMITS CON-
SENSUS MEETING, 7 PM, Susman Room,
SSPL.

December 10, Wednesday, BOOK CLUB LUNCH-
EON AT RESTAURANT TBA.

December 17, Wednesday, HOLIDAY PARTY,
Location TBA.

January 13, Wednesday, BOOK CLUB, Topic:
Campaign Financing.

January 14, Thursday, PLANNING MEETING
FOR STATE CONVENTION, Location TBA.

January 19, Monday, Martin Luther King Day,
Dutcher Community Room, SSPL.

February 10, Wednesday, BOOK CLUB, Topic:
National Security and Privacy.

February ?? EVENT IN CELEBRATION OF LWV
BIRTHDAY — TBA.

March 10, Wednesday, BOOK CLUB, Topic:
Drought, Fresh Water.

March 14, Saturday, FAMOUS PERSON FUND-
RAISER, Location TBA.

March ??, SUNSHINE WEEK - date, location and
speaker TBA.

April 14, Wednesday, BOOK CLUB, Topic:TBA.

April ?? Saturday, LEGISLATIVE BREAKFAST —
TBA.

April ??, EARTH DAY PROGRAM - date, location
and speaker TBA.

May 14, Wednesday, BOOK CLUB, Topic: TBA.
May 30 or 31, LWVSC ANNUAL MEETING,
Speaker, etc, TBA.

June 6 & 7, LWVNY STATE CONVENTION, Des-
mond Hotel, Albany, NY.

LWVSC BOARD  meets on the first Wednesday
of every month, except December, at the Method-
ist Church, 175 Fifth Ave., Saratoga Springs. All
members welcome to attend.

BOOK CLUB meets on the 2™ Wednesday of each
month, except December, 1:30 to 3:30, at the Li-
brary at the Malta Community Center, 1 Bayberry
Drive, Malta.

SSPL = Saratoga Springs Public Library, 49 Henry
Street, Saratoga Springs.

CP/HM Library = Clifton Park/Half Moon Library,
475 Moe Road, Clifton Park.

WE WILL MISS ANNE MAGNUSON

Anne Magnuson passed away on July 24", She was
one of the founding members of the Shenendehowa
LWYV which merged with Saratoga LWV to form the
LWYV of Saratoga County. Anne was in hospice for
over a year and a half. Long interested in environ-

mental issues, she joined in with League activities
during that time via her newly learned IPad and en-
joyed keeping up with Louise Golub's Agriculture
study. A gracious and gentle woman. Our sympa-
thy to her family and friends, especially her
husband, Jim.

Barb Murphg




LWVUS CONVENTION

REPORT FROM DALLAS, TEXAS
By Kathy Koebrich

First, let me thank you for sending me to represent
the Saratoga County LWV. It was truly an honor. I
was proud to speak about our league’s membership
and programs. We do many things right. I was so
impressed by the dedication and level of discourse of
all the members and have come back energized and
full of some good ideas and information.

Travel to the convention was long and Donna and
I were so happy that we flew in the day before and
left the day after. The Omni Dallas is a beautiful ho-
tel and we enjoyed living in luxury although it did
mean that daily expenses were quite high. We forgot
to bring business cards but left with a real desire to
have some in the future. The LWVUS ladies had lots
of energy. Caucuses started at 7:30 AM and others
ran until 9:30 or 10:00 PM.

I attended the workshops for new league leaders,
caucuses on Money in Politics and Climate Change,
all of the plenary sessions and an issues presentation
on Money in Politics. There is a vast amount of in-
formation and planning materials available to us on
the LWVUS website, www.lwv.org. | came away
with some good program planning ideas and options
for the next year and will share them in more detail
with our board.

The theme for the Convention was Power the
Vote. Delegates set the program agenda for the next
two years and vowed to continue the fight for voting
rights and campaign finance reform. We also adopt-
ed a national position on human trafficking by con-
currence. Additionally, we reinforced the League’s
efforts to combat climate change and adopted a three-
part program focusing on key structures of American
democracy, including campaign fi-
nance reform, the constitutional
amendment process, and redistricting
reform for the U.S. Congress.

Elizabeth MacNamara was re-
elected president for a third term after sseg '
a challenge from the floor which pro- [
vided an added level of excitement at
the convention. Delegates voted to
raise the member payment to $32 for
fiscal year 2015-2016.

DECISIONS FROM
THE LWVUS CONVENTION

New National Position on Human Trafficking

“The League of Women Voters opposes all forms of
domestic and international human trafficking of
adults and children, including sex trafficking and la-
bor trafficking. We consider human trafficking to be
a form of modern day slavery and believe that every
measure should be taken and every effort should be
made through legislation and changes in public poli-
cy to prevent human trafficking. Prosecution and pe-
nalization of traffickers and abusers should be estab-
lished, and existing laws should be strictly enforced.
Extensive essential services for victims should be ap-
plied where needed. Education and awareness pro-
grams on human trafficking should be established in
our communities and in our schools.” Adopted
by concurrence with LWVNJ, 2014.

New National Position on “Living Wage”

Brief statement of the position is “Encourage estab-
lishment of a living wage policy by government and
for profit businesses that receive tax incentives and
other public funds.”

Adopted by concurrence with LWV Kansas, 2014.

New LWVUS Study and Review: We adopted a
comprehensive three-part program combining study
and review of key, specific structures of American
democracy, consisting of: A study of the process of
amending the U.S. Constitution; A review and up-
date of the League position on campaign finance in
light of forty years of change; and a review of the
redistricting process for the U.S. Congress.

Resolution adopted: The LWVUS should support a
price on carbon emis-
sions that will in-
crease in stages, as
part of an overall pro-
gram to improve en-
3 ergy efficiency and to
& replace fossil fuels
with renewable ener-
gy, fast enough to
avoid serious damage
to the climate system.




TAKE ME TO VOTE

Take Me To Vote is one of our student pro-
grams. We invite all fourth and fifth grade students
to go to the polls on election day with a parent or oth-
er adult. If they go, the poll workers will stamp their
“ballot” and , when turned in to their classroom
teacher, they are given a button. The class in each
school with the greatest participation of students is
rewarded with a plaque, and the class with the high-
est participation in each Assembly District gets a visit
from their Assembly member, generally in January or
February.

This is a great introduction to voting for stu-
dents, and it has been well received each year. We
do need a little help putting together the class pack-
ets, just bundling up buttons, brochures, etc., for each
class and making a delivery to one of our 13 school

OPPORTUNITIES TO

HELP REGISTER VOTERS

Saratoga Farmer's Market:
Saturdays: 9:00-1:00: Sept. 6; Sept. 20; Oct.4.
Wednesdays: 3:00-6:00: Sept. 10; Sept. 24; Oct. 8.

Irish 2000-2014--Saratoga County Fairgrounds
Saturday, September 13: 10:00-4:00.

Clifton Park/Halfmoon Library

Saturday, Sept. 20: 9:00- 3:00, during Clifton Park
Farm Fest.

More events are in the works including these uncon-
firmed possibilities,: Peace Fair, Saratoga EOC, Sara-
toga Farmer's Market-Sundays.

Janice Burns is coordinating Voter Registration.
Contact her at 587-3436 or jburns14@nycap.rr.com
with any questions, suggestions or offers to help. No
experience needed.

SAVE THE DATE

20™ Congressional District Candidate Forum
JIM FISCHER AND PAUL TONKO

Thursday, October 23’ 7pm - 8:45pm
Clifton Park/Halfmoon Library

Sponsored by LWV of Albany, Rensselaer, Schenectady
and Saratoga Counties

districts. It is a great way to participate in a league
activity, and it is a “one shot project”. All you need
to do is show up on Friday, October 27™ at Francine
Rodger’s house, in the afternoon, have a cup of cof-
fee or tea, and maybe a sweet something to give you
energy, help us put the packets together, then pick
the school district you volunteer to deliver to, and
that is it! Of course, if your school district is a win-
ner, you might like to go to the Assembly visit too!
Interested? Call Francine at 371-8032 to vol-
unteer. It is honestly a one afternoon, one delivery
day kind of event, and if we can get enough helpers,
it will be a very, very easy project. And we actually
reach over 5000 students and their families this way.

Won’t you consider helping?

VIDEOGRAPHER

0\; Once again I am making a plea for
some folks who would be willing to

help us by videoing some of our can-
didate nights and meetings.

It is really easy to do, I will do the editing, but I
REALLY need help at night time meetings doing the
videoing. Can someone please consider helping out.
It is really easy to do, honest.

I will bring to camera to the September Social
so you can play around with it to see just how simple
itis. Or call me for a private lesson.

Francine Rodger 371-8032

REDISTRICTING

AMENDMENT
to be on November Ballot

Learn more about the amendment
and why LWVNY supports it

Tuesday, October 21, 7 pm
in the Community Room of the SSPL




UPCOMING EVENTS

September 14, Sunday, ICE October 8, Wednesday, BOOK
September 9, Tuesday, Primary CREAM SOCIAL/ MEMBER- CLUB, Malta Community Center,
Noon to 9 PM. SHIP GET TOGETHER, Dutcher  1:30-3:30 PM.
September 10. Wednesday. BOOK Community Room, SSPL, 2PM.  Qctober 21, Tuesday, PUBLIC
ptember 10, Wednesday,
CLUB, Malta Community Center, September 21, Sunday, PEACE FORUM ON REDISTRICTING
1:30-3:30 PM. FAIR, Presbyterian New England ~ AMENDMENT, Dutcher
Congregational Church, afternoon. = Community Room, SSPL, 7 PM.
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Prlmal‘y VOter Guld&gue of Women Voters of Saratoga County has produced an infor-

mation guide for voters for the upcoming Democratic Primary Election in the 49™ State Senate District
on
September 9™. The two candidates are Madelyn Thorne and Patti Southworth. Voters can access it by
going to the League website, www.lwvsaratoga.org and select from the list of primary elections.
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